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out of the ingenious partnership concluded between herself and France by the Agreement of 1909. When that dream was blasted, she revived her other more familiar policy, the policy of intimidation. With the hammer of Thor she brought down a prodigious whack on the table at which she and her new French friends had been talking business for some eighteen months. Convinced that Great Britain was incurably pacific, and that France was hurtling to the dogs; mistaking the obvious predicament of England, and the unrest in France, for positive signs of a disintegration that was bound to paralyse the common action of those two Powers, Germany concluded that the moment for aggressive action was at hand. Ignorant of the profound transformations of the French soul during the months following the fall of M. Delcasse and the Casablanca incident, and deceived by the " humanitarianism " of England's rulers, and the laisser-aller of her people, Germany took a hasty resultant of the international forces visible to the naked eye, and neglected all those subtler elements of her problem which less official, less responsible observers had detected and publicly noted.
Moreover, she had not only to consider her relations with the powers of the Triple Entente ; but to maintain her hegemony within the narrower limits of her own political system, the Triple Alliance. For the last three or four years it had seemed as if German leadership were being contested by Austria-Hungary. When Count Aehrenthal made up his mind to regularize the status of Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Austro-Hungarian Minister had been less dazzled by the apparition at his side of his German ally in shining armour, than William II might have hoped. The " brilliant second " had shown himself a possible first if the allies should be called upon to run many more races together. It was true that the authority of the Triple Alliance had been enhanced in Europe by the failure of the Triple Entente to force Austria-Hungary to a Conference intended virtually as a